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 26th June 2026 

 
As the summer temperatures have soared recently, we want to take a moment to celebrate our 

incredible students. Despite the hot weather, they have been absolutely 

fantastic—maintaining their focus, showing great resilience, and working exceptionally hard 

across all their classes.  

 

We also want to extend a huge thank you to you, our parents and carers, for your unwavering 

support. Whether it is ensuring the students arrive ready with their water bottles or 

continually encouraging them from home, your partnership makes all the difference as we 

navigate these warmer days together.  

 

We are looking forward to celebrating the incredible achievements, hard work, and excellent 

behavior of our students. Please see the schedule below for the End of Year Rewards 

Assemblies: 

Tuesday 14th July - Year 7;  

Wednesday 15th July - Year 8 and 10;  

Friday 17th July - Year 9. 

Important Notice: Last Day of School Arrangements 

Please take note of the crucial arrangements for the final day of term: 

●​ Date: Friday 17th July 

●​ Dismissal Time: School will close early at 1:00 PM. 

●​ Transport Warning: Please note that the usual school buses will NOT be running at 

this early dismissal time. 

Parents and carers must arrange alternative transport for their children to ensure they 

can find their own way home safely at 1:00 PM. 

 



 

PE News  

 
Last week, the year 8 mixed cricket team had a great day at the Suffolk state schools 

tournament. They developed as the tournament went on and finished the day with the closest 

score, just 5 runs in it!   

 

 

 

 

Year 9 students conquer the Duke of 

Edinburgh Bronze expedition 

 
Another year, another successful expedition. Students from year 9 once again headed out of 

the classroom and into the beautiful Waveney Valley, completing a 34km walk as part of their 

Duke of Edinburgh bronze award. 

After spending 6 months training and preparing for their expedition, students overcame 

physical exhaustion and pushed themselves over the 2-days, showing good pace and 

demonstrating good teamwork. 



 

Naturally, on occasion, teams got lost. Nevertheless, they were able to make their way back 

en-route, with everyone reaching the campsite in good order. Staff were impressed with the 

student’s care at the campsite, the place was immaculately tidy, with everyone getting on with 

their tents and food, with no fuss.  

 

Staff were presented with pasta concoctions of all varieties, a range of proteins and vegetables, 

that made our mouths water. It was clear however that everyone was very tired, so after a nice 

sit down and game of cards, we all settled in for an early night. 

 

Students awoke on Saturday morning, bright and early, ready to start walking in record time. 

The navigation demonstrated by the groups was impressive, with little to no occasions of 

teams being off track. 

 

The weather could not have been nicer to us over the 2-days, with no sign of rain and a fair 

overcast of cloud, keeping us cool. A welcome relief, as the students crossed the finish line. 

 

We are all very proud of our cohort for taking on and completing this challenge. A big thank 

you to Dr Green, Mr Hume and Mr Connell-Smith for their help, moral support and 

monitoring.  

 

Also, a big thank you to the year 9 parents, for your communication and supporting your 

children all the way through. 

 

I look forward to seeing who will take on the challenge next year! 

 

Mr Creed 

Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator 

 
 

 

Young Carers Award 
 

Alde Valley Academy has been awarded the Young Carers Schools Platinum Award! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Suffolk Family Carers (who presented us with the award) said: 

 

Huge congratulations to everyone at Alde Valley Academy! Achieving the Young Carers 

Schools Platinum Award is a massive milestone. What makes this even more impressive is 

the incredible momentum your school has built—moving from the Gold Award just six 

months ago in December 2025 straight to Platinum today is a stellar achievement. 

 

It takes an immense amount of dedication to build a school environment where young carers 

feel seen, valued, and supported. A huge shout out must go to the staff leading the 

charge—like Mrs. Dawes and the Young Carer Ambassadors, and, most importantly, the 

young carers themselves who balance so much every single day. 

 

Suffolk Family Carers set an incredibly high bar for their Platinum standard, so being one of 

only a handful of schools in the county to reach it is something the entire Leiston community 

should be incredibly proud of. 

 

A well deserved congratulations to Mrs Dawes and all of our young carers here at Alde Valley. 

 

 

 

Celebrating Reading Success 

 
This week, we were delighted to celebrate the achievements of our Reading Plus and Thinking 

Reading students with a special celebratory breakfast. 

 

Forty students were treated to a special breakfast of croissants, 

doughnuts and juice, in recognition of their commitment and 

achievement with the programmes. 

 

Well done to our students – your commitment to Reading is 

truly inspiring! 

 

Both programmes help students build the key skills of fluency, 

comprehension and vocabulary. Improvements in these areas 

not only enhance reading confidence, but also have a powerful 

impact across all subjects. Stronger reading skills support 

students’ ability to access the curriculum, contribute to better 

exam outcomes, and equip them with essential skills for later 

life. 

 

If you would like to learn more about the Reading Plus and 

Thinking Reading Programmes, please feel free to contact Mr. 

S. Smith. 



 

Attendance Matters 

 

 



 

 

 

Whole School 

Enrichment Day 
 

A huge thank you to all those that have signed 

up for the enrichment day on the 16th July.  

 

More information will be coming to you next 

week about the activities you have signed up 

for and any payment plans that may be 

needed.  

 

There are still spaces left for lots of activities, 

so please sign up to avoid disappointment! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book your tickets 

now, before it’s 

too late! 

Tickets are selling fast, so don't 

wait! Check out the poster for all the 

performance dates and times, and 

secure your seats before they're gone.  

 

 

 



 

Cheese Scones 

 
Our awesome Year 7s have been making delicious Cheese Scones this week, which have been a big 

hit with both students and staff.  

 

These are an ideal budget friendly snack to throw in lunchboxes or for a summer picnic!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Safeguarding Update 
 

Summer has officially arrived. While we love seeing young people playing outside in the 

sunshine, staying safe in the heat is a priority for any parent/carer. As temperatures climb, 

please take a moment to review the UK Health Security Agency's essential heatwave coping 

strategies to ensure our children stay happy, healthy, and hydrated throughout the 

heatwave. 

 

https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2026/06/23/how-to-keep-cool-and-stay-well-during-hot-weath

er/   

 

 

Sports Day BBQ 

 
    We are excited to offer a summer BBQ on sports day this year! The BBQ will be set up 

outside the breakfast club room. Students will need to purchase a BBQ ticket the day 

before, Monday 6th July from the canteen. 

 

   There will also be a till outside the breakfast club room during lunchtime for any last minute 

purchases of the BBQ or for drinks. There will be a limited offer in the canteen at 

lunchtime, they will have burger/hotdogs, jackets, pasta, sandwiches, baguettes, poke 

bowls etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2026/06/23/how-to-keep-cool-and-stay-well-during-hot-weather/
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2026/06/23/how-to-keep-cool-and-stay-well-during-hot-weather/


 

Greek Food Day 
 

On Wednesday this week we had our Greek inspired food day in the canteen. Students 

(and staff!) very much enjoyed the range of food available. We look forward to the next 

themed food event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

General notices 
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