
On Friday 27th February, our Year 7 students took part in a Careers Discovery Day, designed to
encourage curiosity, reflection and an awareness of future opportunities.

During the morning, students joined a virtual careers event, where they explored a range of
possible pathways, learned about different jobs and industries, and began to consider how the
skills they are developing now may support their future choices. The sessions encouraged
thoughtful discussion, questions and exploration of new ideas.

Following the event, students returned to lessons to take part in an Innovation Challenge, working
collaboratively to apply what they had learned, share ideas and solve problems in creative ways.
The day gave students opportunities to:

Explore different career pathways
Learn about real-world opportunities
Develop teamwork, creativity and confidence
Begin thinking about future aspirations

Overall, the event provided a valuable opportunity for students to reflect on their interests and
ambitions, and we were pleased to see the positive engagement and effort shown by our Year 7
cohort throughout the day.
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ATTENDANCE - EVERY DAY COUNTS
Thank you to all our parents and carers for your continued support, especially families whose
children are in Band 1 (95%+ attendance) — your commitment truly makes a difference. 

Our current whole-school attendance is well below our 94% target, meaning too many children are
missing valuable learning time. Every day in school matters. Regular attendance supports
confidence, friendships and academic progress, while even short absences can quickly add up
and create learning gaps.

We understand that some absences are unavoidable, but we kindly ask families to prioritise
attendance wherever possible. By working together, we can improve attendance and ensure every
child has the best chance to succeed.

Thank you for your continued support.



Yr7 Yr8 Yr9 Yr10 Yr11

91.6% 88.1% 90% 87.3% 83.2%

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK
Target = 94%



WE NEED YOUR VIEW
PROPOSED SCHOOL UNIFORM & SCHOOL DAY CHANGES

We are currently reviewing our school uniform policy and the structure of the school day, following feedback
from students, parents and staff, as well as new government guidance coming into effect from September
2026.

Uniform Changes

From September 2026, schools will only be allowed to require three branded items of uniform. We fully
support this move to help make uniform more affordable for families and are using this opportunity to
review our uniform policy more widely.

We are proposing:

A change from blazer to a branded V-neck jumper, which is more affordable, comfortable and easier to
maintain.

Limiting compulsory branded items to:
Branded V-neck jumper
School tie
Branded PE shirt

This approach will help to reduce costs while ensuring students continue to look smart and feel comfortable.

School Day Changes

Following our last Ofsted inspection in July 2024, it was highlighted that our current school week is 50
minutes below the Department for Education’s recommended 32.5 hours per week. We are therefore
proposing to extend the school week by 50 minutes to meet this guidance and ensure students receive their
full educational entitlement.

Have Your Say

We welcome feedback from all parents and carers, whether or not you have concerns. Please complete our
short online survey using the link below:

Survey Link

The consultation closes on Monday 2nd March 2026.  Thank you for your continued support — your views are
extremely important to us.

Black V-Neck
Jumper

Navy V-Neck
Jumper (Stripe)

Navy V-Neck
Jumper

Blazer (maintain
current uniform)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQ1X8lB5yiZ_WzchVsi4p4erAyWbMg6Y8HdmpE0QZvD-Wx0w/viewform?usp=header


WORLD BOOK DAY AT AVA
FRIDAY 6TH MARCH 2026   -   LET’S CELEBRATE IN STYLE

We are excited to be celebrating World Book Day on Friday 6th March, and we’re inviting both
students and staff to join in the fun by dressing up as their favourite book character!

Whether you come as a wizard, hero, villain, detective, adventurer, or classic literary legend, this is
your chance to bring books to life and celebrate the joy of reading. Costumes can be simple or
creative — the most important thing is to get involved and have fun!

To make the day even more exciting, there will be a competition for the best costume, with prizes for
the most creative and original entries — so start planning and get imaginative!

And for staff, there’s an extra incentive to join in… any staff who choose not to dress up will be lined
up at lunchtime, giving students the chance to throw watery sponges at them! 

This promises to be a brilliant day full of colour, creativity and laughter. We can’t wait to see the
amazing costumes and characters around school!



YEAR 9 OPTIONS UPDATE

WEDNESDAY
4  MARCHTH

Taste of
Jamaica Pop

Up Lunch
Event

In the Dining Hall
at lunchtime.

Thank you to all parents and carers who have completed the Options Preference Survey using the My
Child at School app. We appreciate the time you have taken to support your child in making these
important choices.

We are now in the process of reviewing all submissions and creating the option blocks, ensuring that
we can accommodate as many student preferences as possible. This involves careful planning to
balance student choices, staffing and timetabling.

We had originally planned to confirm the final option blocks and invite families to submit their final
choices on Thursday 5th March. While this is still our aim, the complexity of the process means this
timeline may be tight. If we are unable to meet this deadline, we will contact you early the following
week with full details.

Thank you for your patience and continued support. We will be in touch as soon as the option blocks
are finalised.



Orienteering Success

Congratulations to our Orienteering teams, who achieved an excellent 2nd place overall,
securing qualification for the County Finals in June — a fantastic achievement!

A special well done to Faith and Ellen, who performed outstandingly to become the overall
winning pair. An incredible result and a brilliant example of teamwork, determination and skill.

We wish all our teams the very best of luck in the County Finals!

PE NEWS

This Week’s Fixtures

Tuesday 3rd March
Year 10 Girls Football (6-a-side, astro) at Hartismere, 4:15pm–7:00pm.

Wednesday 4th March
Years 9–11 Netball at Farlingaye, 4:00pm–6:00pm.

Wednesday 4th March
Year 9 Girls Badminton at Thomas Mills, 4:00pm–6:30pm.



We are thrilled to invite you
to our upcoming Art &
Design exhibition at the
George Farnham Gallery in
Saxmundham (17th - 28th
February). This two week-
long event is a wonderful
opportunity to celebrate the
incredible talent, hard work,
and dedication of our
students.

At our school, we always
aspire to achieve, and
seeing our students’ work in
a professional gallery setting
is a testament to their
artistic growth. While our
original goal was to
showcase every single piece
created, the gallery space
has its physical limits. To
ensure the work is displayed
safely and effectively, we
have had to curate the
collection, prioritizing our KS4
students alongside a
selection of KS3 work for this
particular show.

CELEBRATING CREATIVITY: OUR
UPCOMING GALLERY EXHIBITION

However, we believe we are stronger together, and the celebration of all our young artists
continues! For those whose work isn’t at the gallery this week, we intend to host
dedicated exhibitions at a variety of school events in the near future. These events will
offer a fantastic opportunity for students to not only exhibit but also sell their work to the
wider community.

We are incredibly proud of the visually appealing, exciting, and individual work our
students produce. We look forward to seeing you at the gallery to support our artists, and
we can’t wait to welcome you to our upcoming school events to celebrate the rest of our
brilliant artistic community.

Thank you for your continued support in making our arts program so dynamic and
successful!





PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

Send entries to:     enquiries@aldevalley.suffolk.sch.uk


